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NEW CHIEF JUSTICE SWORN IN

Chief Justice Betty

Betty C. Dickey wasap-
pointed Chief Justiceof the Arkansas
Supreme Court by Governor
Huckabee on December 4". She
replacesW. H."“Dub” Arnoldwho
retired January 1, 2004. Chief Justice
Dickey’ sappointment marksthefirst
timeinthehistory of the Stateto have
awoman servinginthat capacity.

Chief JusticeDickey grew up
inLawrenceCounty. Shereceived
her undergraduatedegreefromthe
University of Arkansasat Fayetteville
and her law degreefromtheUniver-
sity of Arkansasat LittleRock.

Shehasserved asan assistant
city attorney for PineBluff, acity
attorney for Redfield, and asstaff

-

C. Dickey
attorney for thestaté Soil and Water

Conservation Commission. Shealso
served asProsecuting Attorney for
thell1™ Judicia Districtandonthe
Public ServiceCommission. Priorto
being appointed, Chief Justice Dickey
waschief legal counsdl for Governor
Huckabee.

TheChief Justicewassworn
inbeforeapacked audienceon
January 5, 2004 inthe Supreme
Court CourtroomintheJustice
Building. Shewill holdthisposition
until January 1, 2005, whenanewly
elected Chief Justicewill takeoffice.

ACCESSTO JUSTICE
COMMISSION FORMED

InaDecember 8, 2003 per
curiam, the Arkansas Supreme Court
establishedan AccessTo Justice
Commission. TheArkansasBar
Association, through thework of its
Houseof Delegatesand A ccessto
JusticeWorking Group, had peti-
tioned the Court to cresteacommis-
siontoimproveaccesstothecivil
justicesystemfor thosewho cannot
affordan attorney to represent them
incivil matters.

Thedemandfor civil legal
servicesfor thepoorisincreasingin
Arkansas. Serviceproviderscom-
pleted seven percent morecasesin
2002 than 2001, and requestsfor
assistanceareexpectedtoincrease
duetothedeclining economy. Ac-
cordingtostatisticsgathered, just
21% of the 12,558 cases Arkansas
twolegal servicesproviderscom-
pletedin 2002 receivedfull represen-
tation, while71% weregivenadvice
andcounsdl. A significant number
would havebenefitted fromfull
representation.

Theper curiamlistedthe
following god sof the Accessto
JugticeCommisson:

A. Develop anobjectiveand
accurate understanding of the prob-
lemsArkansansfaceinusingour lega

(See Commission next page.)



(Commission continued.)
systemtoobtainjusticeincivil cases.

B. Deviseadtrategicplanfor
statewidedelivery of civil lega
servicestoall Arkansans.

C. Review andreport onthe
efficient all ocationand application of
theavailableresources.

D. Educatethe peopleof
Arkansasabout theimportance of
egual accesstojusticeand of the
problemsmany Arkansansfacein
gaining effectiveaccesstoour civil
justicesystem.

E. Encourageastrong and
cons stent commitmenttoproviding
equal accesstojusticeamongthe
leadersof our state.

F. Suggestinnovationsthat
will increaseeffectiveaccesstothe
civil justicesystemfor al Arkansans.

G. Providetechnical and
other support totheeffortsof the
legidature, courts, and other govern-
ment agenciestoimproveaccessto
justicefor thepeopleof Arkansas.

H. Develop stable, long-term
funding and other resourcesto
support accesstocivil justice.

TheCommissonwill consst
of fifteenmembers, withfiveap-
pointed by the Arkansas Supreme
Court, fiveappointed by the Arkan-
sasBar Association, threeby the
Governor and oneeach by the
Speaker of the ArkansasHouse of

Representativesand thePresident Pro

Temporeof the Arkansas Senate.
Inadditiontothevoting
members, the Director of the Center
for ArkansasL ega Services, the
Director of Legal Aidof Arkansas,
theDirector of theArkansas|OLTA
Foundation and representatives of
legal clinicsat thestate’ stwolaw
hoolswill serveasex-officio
membersof the Commission.

Court Automation Project Recognizes Participants

TheArkansasCourt Automa-
tion Projectisastatewideprojectto
provideacase management systemto
all of thecourtsinthe State of Arkan-
sas. InJuneof 2002, the Administra-
tive Officeof the Courtspurchaseda
statewidesoftwarelicensefromACS
Government Servicesfor itsJustice
Information System, includingastand
alonejury management system, anin-
court processingmodule, anonline
trafficticket payment andinformation
module, and apublic accesscompo-
nent.

A ceremony, recognizingthe
effortsof participantsintheproject,
washeldinthe Supreme Court
Courtroomon Thursday, December
11*. The Core Teamfor the project
includes Stephen Sipes/Pulaski
County Circuit Court Administrator
and Chair of the Arkansas Supreme

Court Committeeon Automation,
Sharon Rimmer/Faulkner County
Circuit Clerk, Sue Jones/Hot Spring
County Circuit Clerk, Nancy Brewer/
Sebastian County Circuit Clerk, and
two of her deputy clerks, Cindy
Gilmer/Chief Deputy Clerk and Terry
Claussen/DomesticRel ationsClerk,
DonnaClifton/Faulkner County
District Court Clerk and her deputy
clerk, DonnaRappold, Melba
Russdll/Hot Spring County District
Court Clerk and TheresaWilson/
Montgomery County District Court
Clerk.

Theclerkshavegonethrough
rigorousperiodsof evaluationand
testing of thenew systemand have
compiled aset of softwareenhance-
mentsthat will createastatewidecase
management systemfor thecourtsin
Arkansas.

First Row: (L.toR.) Sherri Cole/AOC Auditor, Dinda Hemphill/
AOC Audit Coordinator, Sue Jones/Hot Spring County Circuit Clerk,
Terry Claussen/Sebastian County Deputy Circuit Clerk, Nancy
Brewer/Sebastian County Circuit Clerk.

Second Row: (L. to R.) Rose RiggACAP, Melba Russell/Malvern
District Court, Donna Clifton/Conway District Court. (partial view)
Third Row: Sharon Rimmer/Faulkner County Circuit Clerk and Kim
Gary/Case Coordinator-20th Judicial Circuit.



Ava Hicks

SupremeCourt Librarian

Severa staff changeshave
occurred at the Administrative Office
of theCourts. TimHolthoff, former
Director of the Arkansas Supreme
Court Library and until recently
Director of the ArkansasCourt
Automation Project, isnow Court
Information ServicesDirector. He
replacesJack Markswhoretiredin
December.

Holthoff holdsaBachelor of

AOC Saff Changes

Sciencedegreeincomputer science
andaMaster of Library Sciencefrom
Vanderbilt Universty. Additionaly,
hereceived aJdurisDoctoratefrom
UALR School of Law.

AvaHicks, whohasserved
asActing Director of the Supreme
Court Library sinceHolthoff changed
positions, hasbeen named asDirector
of theLibrary. Beforebecoming
ActingDirector of theLibrary, Hicks

Justice Building Staff Give Retirement Party for
Chief Justice Arnold.

Chief JusticeArnold and family members

areseated at thehead tablefor theretirement

party givenin hishonor. (L.toR.) JusticeArnold’s
son, Gary Arnold, daughter, MelindaMorris, Justice
Arnold, and hiswife, Earlene.

Tim Holthoff

Court Information ServicesDirector

servedasAssistant Librarian/Public
ServicesCoordinator. Shehasa
B.A.inEnglishfrom Southwesternat
Memphis(now RhodesCollege), a
MastersinLibrary Sciencefrom
GeorgePeabody Collegefor Teach-
ers,aJ.D.fromMemphis State
Universty (now University of Mem-
phis)andanLLM inTaxationfrom
New Y ork University.

NEW ACAP EMPLOYEES

Over thelast year the six pilot
courts in the Arkansas Court Automation
Project have undergone extensive
training for the dual purpose of identify-
ing system gaps between Arkansas court
business processes and the ACS Justice
Information System and configuring the
system for use. The needed
customizations have been specified, so
the project is moving into a new phase of
implementing the customized changes,
completing system configuration, and
going livein the pilot courts.

In the project’ sfirst year, it had
only onefull-timestaff member, Tim
Holthoff, former director of the Supreme
Court Library. The second year of the
project had two full-time staff when
Susan Torransjoined the project from
the Crimelnformation Center. Last year
an Administrative Assistant, Frances
Oakes, aformer project analyst with DIS
was added to the ACAP staff. Thisyear
ACAPisadding three new
employees.

(See ACAP next page.)




(ACAP continued)

Tony Webb of Hot Springs
recently joined the AOC asthe new
database administrator. In addition to
working onthe ACAPteam, Tony will
also be working with other in-house
databases that may be candidates for
conversion to Oracle databases. Stephen
Cohen of Conway will bejoining the staff
as the Justice Integration and Reports
Manager. Stevewill beworking on
templates for documentsthat will be
generated by the system as well as
developing ad hoc reports to be used by
the courts and AOC staff for extracting
datafromtheJIS. Hewill also beworking
on data exchange techniques with other
agencies. Finally, JackieDeBusk, a
seasoned trainer of computer application
users will be developing training plans,
curriculaand materialsfor the project.
Jackie has recently been involved in
developing computer-based training
materiasforthemilitary.

Congratulationsto JudgeNorman
Wilkinson/12th Cir cuit, who hasquali-
fiedtorunintheBoston Marathonin
April.

Go, JudgeWilkinson!

Friendsof theCourtisa

bi- monthly publication by

the Arkansas Administrative Office

of the Courts. Contributions,
comments, and inquiriesarewelcome.
Please submitto Friends of theCourt,
A.O.C., JusticeBuilding, 625 Marshall,
LittleRock, AR72201.

Tdl. (501) 682-9400.

KarolynBond, Editor.

New FacesintheJudiciary
Circuit Judges
5th - Stephen Gardner replaces

Richard Gardner.
CaseCoordinators

16th - (Harkey) MelissaAndersonis
the new case coordinator.

6th - (Branton) BrendaKay Nellums
replacesYolandaBishop.

19th W.(Scott) Mary Ann Putman
replaces Jeanette Birky.

District Judges

Huntsville- Justin Garrett |1 replaces
W.Q. Hall.

District Clerks

Ashdown - SheilaMcDonadre-
placesMary Warren.

City Judges

Sulphur Springs- VirginiaMiddleton
replaces John Dodge.

Madison - JamesValley replaces

William Snowden.
City Court Clerks

Sulphur Springs- DebraGhent
replaces ReginaKuykendall.
London - Deby Sorrellsreplaces
JoyceHazlett.

Friends of the Court
Administrative Office of the Courts
Justice Building/625 Marshall
Little Rock, AR 72201

CALENDAR

FEBRUARY

District & City Court Clerks 20
Certification (2nd & 4th Didtricts)
(LittleRock)

MARCH

Case Coordinators Conf.
(LittleRock)

APRIL

Education Committee Mtg.
(Heber Springs)

MAY

District Judges Spring
College and

District & City Court Clerks
Annud Mesting
(Springdae)

June

Spring Judicia College/
Judicia Council Mesting
(Hot Springs)

District Court Probation
Officers(Jonesboro)

4-5

22-23

13-15

9-11

24-25

Address
Correction
Requested



